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HE{OSATDW FO8 CONSESPCNDEIIES

lJr hrnc bcrn notlflrd of tq rrror la snr of thr 'trrratlvr Sumarl'cs
Acci.dcotr Involviag U.S. Nuclcet lfrtpont, 1950-19E0", relcrced t{ay 15,
Ihe U.S. Nlva P-5ll carsh oa Septcnbcr 25, 1959 rctsrlly occurrcd ln
Pec!,flc Occao, rbout 100 lllcr v.rt of Chc lfrrhlngtoo-Oregon bordcr,
rrthcr than lE Pugcc Souod, off 9trldbry lrbnd, lluhln3con.

rhr crror occurrrd er rcserrchcrl revlcgld orflnrl rccldco! r.porgs
to prcprrc ollalctvc rr---r1.r for publlcrtloo. Thc rcport for thls
rccldcnt llslcd oaly thc tlrcrrf!?r dcprrturt brrl, rnd thr rcsc.rcher
coacludcd thrt Ehc rccldcat hrpgrncd neerby. (A leecr p-5!l crr|h of!
Phldbcy lrlend dld lgg larolvr nuclcrr ucrpoar.)

lhr error urr coafi,rrrd by Deforr tluclcrr ASrocy .r r r.rult of
uedir querlu frou thr-Prclftc ltorchutrt.

I corrccccd copy of Ehrt rccldcaE BaEErBtva 1r rttechrd for your
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A U.S. Nary P-5!l rlrc.fc, *rtgocd ro }|AS ltlrldbcy klrnd, lJerht

creshed ln thc PecLfl,c 0ccra ebouc 100 rllcc scrr of the rJeshlug

Orcgon border. rt srr carSylat en unarucd nuclcar antiruboarlne

coatalnlng no nuclcer E Grrlal. tlrc ugrpoa g|la [oE arcovcred.

coRtEglEl cc?Y



DEPA^RftENT OF DEFEI{SE

NARRATIVE SU}O{ARIES OF ACCIDENTS
NWOLVING U.S, NUCLEAR IEAPONS

1950-t 980

AtEached are unclaEaif led suruari,es descrlblng Ghc clrcuoscances surro

proJ ect .

accldenls lnvorvlng nuclcar $lapons. Also at taehcd ls thc Depertnent o
(DoD) /Deparrn€nt of  Energy (DoE) def intr loo of  " lccl ,dent ' ,  u"" i  t r ,  , . """

only. Onl:r teo aecldenlr. chose rE palornarcs aud thulc, Eelultcd ln i
dlspersel of nuclear arterlals.

Ngslgal.gglpons +rg nevcr cerrla4 oir crglnlnr f l lghcs. l lorr of the alrc
denBs represcnred h.r. occurrcd aurlng 

-IogGEIffi 
alrtons or eirbor

fl lghts by straceglc Alr comand (sAC) alrcraft. al iborn: rlcrs saa rrr

Tvency-slx of lhese guuarles nere flrst ralersed bv che Alr
was prepared follorlng Ehe Tl.can II cxplosioo in Arkencsg ln
prcvlously-releised s''r"r'!r1cg arc oarkad nlth e flgurc rrl";
clude nes usterlel oade evallablc ae a rcsul! of rcrc rce.ot

t{ort of EhG ecapon syrt,Ga! lnvolvcd tn tbesc accldcnts era
lnvrntory. Thosc lncludc chc g-29, 8-36, B-47, B-50,. B-5g,
a l rc ra f t ,  aod thc  ! { lnu tcoen I  n tss l le .

Therc nevcr has beci even a parrlal inadvarlanB u.s. nucleer dcconaclon
vcry lr€vere stressc! lEgos.d upon lhc ucspon! tnvolvcd ln thcre accldGn
"delonelLongt' rcporccd tn thc auuo.rlcs lnvolvcd convcntlonrl hlgh crpto

1968 because o f :

tnterconc lncn tal
forcc of a part
of thc SAC

.xcrpt for Pclolarcr and Thulc.

-- Accldents, parr icularly. rhose at palonares an<i Thule,

'  --  The r lelng cog! of nalncal.nlng a portron of.-che sAC bouber
force constantly on alrborrrc aLert,  8nd,

-- Thc edvcnt of e reaponalvc and gunrlvable
bel11sclc nlsr{lc forcc rhlch rcl!cved rhc Ernacd boqber
of 1ts Eore r lr ! .- !eB!l t lvc rcrponrlbi lJ,t lcr.  (A porclon
forcc renrlol on uuclctr Bround alcrr.)

slncc ghr rocrt lon of r nuclcer rr.apon 1s creaslf lcd defensc lnfonntlon,
D.perculBt of Drfcq.. pollcy no l'arlly nQlBhar to conflrE noa dGny the prc
nuclear rrrpoar at rny rpcclftc plrcc. In cho crcc of ra accldcnt lovolnuclcar r..rpoEr r thrr,r -prcr:uce F8y or nNy noc bG dlvulgcd .i-ttta tlue dupon thc porl lbtl l ty of publlc hezrrd or alrrz. Thcrcfirr, in-ronc of thsrrnrqr3t2s{ hrrr, thr flct of thr pr.scnc. of nuclaer ,a"poo, or orcrrlelr
hrvs bccn couflrood rr th. E1Ee. Furthrroorc, duc co alplonactc congld.rl t  ls noc poarlblc to epcclfy t l re locatron of thc accrdents Eha! occurred
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l l lch sooe early Eodll t  of nuclcas uaapon!, t !  ue8.!B8nd8rd procedurc durlng oos
opclal ions !o kctp r ceprulc of nuclcrr Eatlr lal  scp.rala froa lhe reapon for
safety purpo3cs. IJhlle r rerpoB slth thc ceprulc r:uoved dld contaln a quanciE
of necural (not enrlched) utealua slth rn extrcocly lor level of rrdloectlvtry,
accldenhl detonallon of thc HE cleoenc rould not caus. a nuclcar dctonaclqn or
contrrlnatlon. llore aodern dcelgns lncorporrtc luprovcd redundant refcty fea
!o lnsurc thal a auclear cxploston docg no! occur tg lha resulc of an accldent.

Thls llst of accldcnte vas coopllcd by D0D/DOE regcerchcrl durlng
Jenuery l9Bl. thc rcrcerchcrs rcvhscd all evethblc rccordc of
selvtccs and IX)E, spplylng current deflnitlons to drBcrllrl€ tf an
c.tegorlzaclon as an acclden!.

Thc rasctrchcrr found, honv:r, rhat only a snrall rctroroclrq on thr
eccldcntell,y f 1nd. The olrrllc rnd 1t! garhctd ucrc not denegcd.
doc! lot elrrlnt lnclurlon ln e lkt of accldencc tnvolvtng nuclc.E

Deceober I
chc ullltery
event ealran t

For cxanplc, on. €vent not covcrcd by these nrrratl,vcg sas Locluded lu a
"Chronology of.Hucloar Accldeilstsleacntrr" releegcd by DOD 1o 1968:

"llarch lt, 1963, Tltan (I) Uisslle Burned ln Sllo near tlorcg LlLc, tJuhlngton. "

ulsel lc
Thrt .vcot
eerPonr .

Aaorhcr .vcnt f(oa the 1968 11s!, lnvolvlng a U.S. Navy Terrier ulsrllc (J
20, 1966; t{AS Hryport, Flqrlde) v.r noE conslderrd !o bo ro accld.at, but har
bccn calcgotlucd ar r llgilftcrnG lncld.n!. In chat lncldant, a nucllrr ser
seprrrt ld frou the alcrl l r ,  and fcl l  ebout elght fcer. Ihc narhcad vrr dcnted;
other d.Dage occurred.

The other evencs 1n Eh19 LtsE lhat vere
a r e  l d e n t I f l e d . w i ! h  a  f l g u r e  " 2 " . 1 1

also clted ln lhr [968 "Chronology..

The evencs ourl lned ln the at leched narrat lvcr lnvolvcd opcrsltonal saaponsr
aatertals, alrcraf,t and/or t l lssllar uuder concrol of chr u. s. Atr Force. u.s.
or a DOE predccceror agcncyr
experlenccd an cvruB rcrlouc
lnvolvtng nuclcrr uGrpona.
n€apons ln peaceclae end hrr
lnvolvtng chcu.

ch. Atodc Encrgy Coolrrlon. The U.S. Any her
cnough to ulrren! lnclurlon 10 . lfut of eccldrutr

The U.S. rrl,nr Corpt dou troC hrva curcody of nucl
expcrtcnccd no eccldents or slgnlf lcent lncldrnts

To the bcet of ous lrovl.dtr I rhlr 11!t 13 coapleto. Lrporttng rcqulrcanntr vrr
aGong lh. Srnrlcltr,',Ptstlculsrly ln chr cerllcr pcrlod covarrd by thcr narrrtl
so 1t 1s gorrtblr bu3 lot ltl,rly lhrr .n esrll€r fccld.[t her gonr unreportcd h
{!!..]ggt .":gS1, honvcr, hrvc bccn cvrluaced end arc locludrd lf th.y fall rt
che catrblbhrd drf lnlcloo of rn eccldenr.

g r rnen!  ua  o f  Apr t l .  l98 l
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ljith sonc urly rod:lr of nuclur $lrponr, t B rrs rtsndrrd proccdurc lurlng
opcrrlronr ro hacp r crpruk of nuclc.r aaBcrlsl rGprrr!. froo thc rcrpon ior
sefecy purpor.r. llhlh e u.rpo! ytth tha crprulc rrcovcd dtd conceln r qurn
of nrcurrl (nor rartched ) urealua rlrh r! cxtrurly l,ou lcv.r of redlorcilvls
eccldentel dctonerloa of thr HE rkornc sourd no! c.sr. I nuclerr drtone!iqn
conB.lln !l,on. l,forr aodcrn d.lltnr Lncorposrta tuprovod rcdundent ufrcy irr
co lnsurr thr! a auclcu cxplorlon door not occur rt  th. rcaulc o! ro rcclden

Thtr lltt of rcctdutr r* coupllcd by DoD/DoE rer.rchrrr duriog
Jeauery 1981. ?hr rtrctrchcrt rrvkgcd ell, rvtllrble rrcordr of
scrvlcer rnd DoE' rppryllg cur!.trE dcflnlclonr to detoralnc lf en
crtcaorlzetlotr l r  r t  eccldcnt.

Dcceober I
Ehr llllcery
cvang garr

For exrogle, on. rv.!t not cov.a.d by GhGJ. nrrrrtlvar yrr tncluded lu
"Chroaology of Nuclrer Accldeilr Scr!,.".rrr.," rel,urJ fy-ooO ii fgOa,
'Yrrch 18, 1963, Tlcrn (r).!{lrutlc Suracd !o sllo ncar Honr Lka, guhtntton

Thr rourchrrl fouod, horrylr, th.t only r rnoll rrtrorocLr! otr th. ltrall.
rccldentrlly ftrrd. Thr drrllc rnd lc,r verh.|d urr. aoG dur3ed. The! rvr
dorr oo! errtro! tnclurlon ln r lkt o! eccldcnBr tnvolvlng nullrrr ualpon!.

AooBh.r rvrn! fqol thr 1968 llsc, tavolvlng e u.s. l|lry trrri,er .lrrtl. (J
10, 1966; NAg l{.yPort, Flqrldr) ulr noB conrldcrrd !o b. rE rccldraG, but
bon cetrgorlzcd er r rlgitfteerG lDcld.lt. rn thet lactdrnG, a nuclor
rcprrrtrd tror thc ll|rlh, end frl,l sbout clghr f.Gt. ?hr Erhrad vrr dcnr
ocher deaagc occurrcd,

Th.  ochc !  Gvcnt !  1n  rh l |  lb t  th r t  r rc rc  r l so  c l l cd  in  the  t96 t ' , chrono logy . . .
a rc  ldent l f lGd.e t !h  a  f lgur t  ' t2 " . r .

The evcnes outllncd 1n lhe attechrd naraaG lver lnvolvrd opcrctonel s.rpoa!,
nelerlr l l '  r lrcrrf! rad/or orr"lkr uodu concrol of thr u. s. Alr Forcr, u.S.

th. Atortc loergy Cocltrtoa. ltrt U.S. Aay hrr
eaou3h to urEE.lC loclueloa la r ltrg of rccldtot

Itr 0.S. l{rrlnr Cor?t doer oot hrv. curtgCy o!
Gprrlroced no rccl,dratr or rlgnlflcrnt iucl,danlr

To rh€ brrt ol onr loorrted3ar'!!l,r ll.a lt cooplrtr. n portlug rrqulrrlrorr v
1o:! lh. srrvtcrfrnitlcalrrl; l[ rhr ..rllrr prrlod covrrrd by Gh.|r nrrrr!

or a DOE prrdrcuror rtaoct,
crprrlcncid ro ayao! rrlour
lnvolvtat nuclrer uargoot.
uraponr ln p.rc.!ba rnd hm
lnvolvlug tho.

Curr rn !  l t  o f  A9r l l .  196 l

:?.1: It eorrlbff$frod fffrfl !h.G.n *rttrr;ectdur h.3otr ula.porr.d^..,..trl=cvf!.fiFlor.r.!D hrvr b..a rvelurcsd rnd err lacludrd tf rhry fell
E:rc e!Erbltrh.d dlllllct'ot of u rccldcnr.
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DEPAnTlGl|l OF DEFEIISE

N^LCAUVE SIJI.O{ANIES OF ACCIDENTS
u{volvlilc t!.s. !|uCLEAR SEAPOI|S

1950-1980

Artached ar.  unck.sr .g196 3" i i6a1ra!  drscrtbing Ehc clrcu,os! .nccs surro
:::11:::: l i"olvrns nuelear-!!!pon!: Atro rrirchca rs iir-o.p.r.r"r,. o(DoD)/Daparcrncnr of Enersy (DoE) dcflnltroa oi ;;;;{;;n;;;-ulli-ir, 

,""".proJ cc L

Tt.rc n.var her bcci .ven a p.'glel rnadverBrnt u.s. anclrer dcconrttoo
vcrJr rcvcr! rtrca.ar llpor.d upoo 3he ecrpoDr lnvrlvcd ln thole rec

1966 bccausc of:

"'drtouBloort' rcportrd rn thc i,.'--rlcr rivolvrd convcarlo'rl hlgh
only, Onl,y tvo tccld.Dtr, GhorG rt prlolrraa rod lhuh, rrrulted
dlrpcrtrl of nuclrer ortrrtals.

T:tl:"t=-lt+:,Fi . lbrc or the rlrcd.nrr arprc.enrrd hrrc . occurrcd dnrtn-T:dtitdiZzTfr dr.lonr or rlrboa
!119h.." by Strrccalc Alr Couend (SeCj 111.r.6a. ftiborae llrrt, ssc lrr

Trrcn t 1r-s I'x of ghasc a.i'' rt!! rrcrc flrst raraarcd by thr Arr
uet prcprrcd folloulng ch. TlrN! II cxplorlol in Aricrnrer lu
pranfourly-jclcatcd tu@rrl.r erc urrked slrh r fi3url '.lI;
crudc ucs Erc.!l.r oedc rvelleblc rs r r'srt of drr rrcarc

-- ?hr tdvrnt of r rreponrlvt rad rswlveble
brlllrtlc alrrlk torcr rh!,ch rrltord rh. ruu.d bolbcr
of ltr Er. th.-..!rl,!tva rllponrlb!,Ilclrr. (A porrlon
forct rclrlur on auclur lround rltrt.)

-- Accldcntr,  prrt lcularty. cho* et prroorrcr ead r lrurc,

' - thc r!.rlng cogG of nelntalnrng e portlon of.-thr sAc boEb.rforcr congctncly on r lrborar r l l r t ,  rnd.

ta rooc

tntcrcontinent al
forcr of s part
ol Eh. SAC

51ncr chr locecloo of l nucrrer e..pon tr chrrtffud drfrnrc rnfornatlon
Ilf:::: :f_119. pollcy-nornrliy art chcr co coaftn oor druy lhc
:::l:i: ,..dEar .t. rlr rpecitlc plecc. rn rhe c'r of .o .."rjli.-iidi
::-._1.::_'..!!T:-rhrtr-prurocr try or Ery nor be arvufgrali-inr ruc dupor thr Torrtbtllay of public hezrrd o, .1.n. nerciiii,-t-rcm ofruorrl:rC hrrr, lhr trct of chr
hevr bcra coa!fuzrd rt thr clar.
lE 1t  not  porr lbk !o  .pac l fy  Et rc
.rcrp! for Prloterct eld Thulc.

pr!r.nc. of auclur uaapoor or latalhl
Furrh.rEor.,  dur Eo dlglooetlc conl ldc
l oce t l on  o f  chc  acc ldcn t r  ! h l !  occu r r

l {ort of thr uerpon ryr..rr tnvolvcd !n ihcr. rccrd.nct . , .lEvtntory. Thorr tncludr thr B-29, B-j6, B-47, E_50r. g_5E,
. l l c r r f t ,  ead  chc  ! { lnucraen !  n i rs l l c .
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DEFINITION OF AN ACCIDENT

-An unexpecEed even! lnvolv lng nuclear
Eha t  resu lEs  l n  any  o f  t he  f o l l ow ing :

- -Acc lden ta l  o r  unau tho , : i zcd  l aunch lng ,  f i r i ng ,  o r  use ,  by  L I  .S .supported al l led forces, of  a nucrear-capable eeapon 
"yJ.r . .  

whlch could crr i .sk of  an oulbreak of  war.

- -Nuc lea r  de  l ona  c  i on .

--Non-nuclear deconatron or burnlng of a nuelear ereapon or radiordeapon conponenE' lncludlng a ful1y assenbled nuclear ueapon, an unasseablweapon, or a radloacclve nuclear seapon conponen!.

--Radloaccive conlanination.

- -se lzure '  the fc '  o r  ross  o f  a  nuc lear  weapon or  rad toac l l ve  nucrreapon conponent ,  lneludlng jetclsonlng.

- -Pub l ic  hazard ,  acrua l  o r  imp l ied .

rreapons or nuel,ear weapons c

o r c e s  o r
te  Ehe

c E i v e
nuclear



October  11 ,  1957 I  847 /  Hoaestead AFB.  F lo r lda

The B-47 departed Hooestead AFB short ly afcer afdnlghc on a depl

olsslon. Shorcly af ter  l i f to l f  one of  a i rcraf ! rs outr lgger r t res exp

alrcrafc crashed in an uninhabtted area approxLoately 3,S00 feet frour

of rhe runsay. The alrcraft waa carrying one Feapon in ferry conftguraE

the boub bay and one nuclear capsule ln a carrylng cese tn thc creu c

The ueapon uas enveloped ln flaoee shlch burned and snoldered for ap

four hours afcer whlch t lne 1t nas cooled trlth w!,te;. Trro lorr order

slve detonattong occurred durlng Ehe burnlng. The nuc lear capsule and 1

carrylng case ser€ reeovcred lncacc and only sl lghtlv daoaged by heat.

nately onc-half of the eeapon reoalned. A1l oaJor collponents were dE.iag

were  i den t i . f t ab le  and  accoun ted  fo r .

* I

The

end

on ln

rttrenf,.

te ly

explo-

rorl-

but



The 8-47 ras on a s inurated conbac missi .on that or lg lnated ar Hones!

AF8, Flor lda.  Hhl le near Savannah, Georgia.  the B-47 har l  a nld_alr  col l is l

3:30  a .u ,  w l th  an  F-86  a l rc ra f t .  For lo r rng  the  cor r ts ron  Ehe B-47 ar le t rp r

chre€ !1[es to rand at Huncer AFB, Georgr.ar *, l th a o,eepon aboard. Because

condll ion of rhe alrcraft,  tcs alrspeed courd no! be reduced enough co rns

safe landlng. Therefore, the decrslon eas oade !o Jert lson the seapon ra.

expose Huncer AFB ro che possibi l l ty of a htgh exploslve detonarlon. A

delonatlon waa not poseible slnce lhe nuclear capsule Lras not aboard Ehe

The weapon eas jet l lsoned lnco lhe sacer severar rnlres fron the .nouth of

Savannah Rlver (Georgia) In lJassas Sound. off  Tybee Beach. The preclse

pacl poin! ls unknosn, fhe seapon was dropped fron an alt l tude of approxlna

7 '200 fee t  a !  an  ar rc ra f t  speed o f  lg0- r90  knots .  No deconat ion  occur red .

Je t l l son  Ehe B-47 landed sa fe ly .  A  Ehree square  ml le  a rea  r . ,as  searched us in

shlp uith dlvers and underuater demollclon ceam cechnlcrans using Galvanlc d

hand-he ld  sonar  dev ices .  Tr rc  weapon rdas  no t  found.  Tr re  seurch  rvas  Eer rn inac

Apr t l  16 ,  1958.  The weapon was cons l .dered  to  b€  l r re l r levab l r  losE.
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Novenber 25. 1958 / B-47 / Chennault AFB' Loulsiana

A B-47 caught f i re on Ehe ground.

desrroyed by the f l re.  Contarnlnal ton

lhe eeapon resldue wichin the alrcrafE

lhe s1ng1e

nas llnlted

wreckage.

nuclear l reapon

to the Innedtate

on board
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IOctober 15, 1959 /  B-52 /  KC-135 /  Hardlnsberg,  Kencucky 

I
IThe B-52 depar ted  Co lunbus A i r  Force  Base,  l l l ss lss .pp{  ac  Z : :O p .u .  lS t ,

Ocrober  15 ,  1959.  Th ls  a l re ra f t  assuned rhe  #2  pos ' t lon  tn  a  f l tgh t  
" r . " t .The RC:135 depar red  Co l r rnbus  A i r  Force  Base.  a r  5133 p .u .  CST as  rhe  / i2  . "n f .u1 .

a i rc ra f t  in  a  f l ighr  o f  luo  schedured ro  re fue l  che  B-52,s .  Rendezvous f " f  
" "_fuer ing  was accompl tshed ln  rhe  v tc {nr ry  o f  Hardrnsberg ,  Kentucky  .c  :2 ,o fo  r "e r ,

I t  uas  n igh t ,  oeather  ues  c rear .  and there  uas  no  curbureoee.  shor t ry  
" ra l .  

an"
B-52 began re fue l lng  f rom the  KC-135,  the  r reo  a t rc ra f t  cn l l ld  

I
ed .  The ins  c tuc  to  r

p l lo t  and p i lo t  o f  rhe  B-52 e l  ecced.  fo l  losed by  the  e lee t ron lc  sar fa re  o f { f " " ,
and the  radar  nav iga lo r .  The co_p i lo r .  nav{ga lo r ,  lnscruccor  nav lga tor ,  

"JO 
a" r ,

Sunner fal led to leava rhe B-52. Al1 four eresnenbers in rhe 
I

Kc-l35 cere 
{acal ly

inJured. The B-52's trro unaroed nuclear neapons rrere lccovered inract. nr. lua
been par t la l l y  burned bu t  th ls  d ld  no t  rcsu l !  tn  rhe  d lspers lon  o f  any  nu"Ju . "
rna teri .al or other contaolnal lon. I
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